
Mt. Joy Township

Planning Commission Regular Meeting

Tuesday, December 8, 2020
Meeting Minutes

Present: Kim Birckhead, Chairman; Linda Spellman, Vice-Chairman (via StartMeeting); Kenneth Mutzabaugh; Sindy Jennings 
Absent: Ken Roberts
Also Present: Susan Smith, Solicitor; Randy Bailey, Township Engineer; Melissa Zirkle, Administrative Assistant; Shannon Hare; Secretary/Zoning Officer/Code Enforcement Officer
The Mount Joy Township Planning Commission met this date, as publicly advertised, at the Mount Joy Township Building located at 902 Hoffman Home Rd., Gettysburg, PA 17325.

Note: The meeting was conducted with social distancing mitigation measures. Fewer than 10 people attended the meeting. Those who wished, wore masks. The public participated using the StartMeeting Platform.
Call to Order:  Starting Time: 7:00 pm
Announcement of virtual meeting and access information
Roll Call 

Public Comments: None 
Approval of Minutes: Meeting minutes from October 13, 2020: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Ms. Jennings moved, seconded by Mr. Mutzabaugh, to approve the minutes for October 13, 2020. Motion carried, unanimously. 
There was discussion on the October 13, 2020 ordinance amendment recommendations submitted by the Planning Commission to the Board of Supervisor’s Ms. Spellman moved, seconded by Ms. Jennings to ask the Board of Supervisor’s to entertain discussion of the proposed ordinance amendments. Motion carried, unanimously. 

Preliminary/Final Plans: Land Development Plan for Amos G. and Lydia B. Miller.  Mr. Bailey recapped the plan and reviewed the SALDO and SWM comments from the Township Engineer’s letter dated October 23, 2020.  Mr. Bailey added comment that comments Nos. 5 and 7 (well grout) have been addressed.  Ms. Hare reviewed Zoning Ordinance and administrative comments from the Zoning Officer’s letter dated October 20, 2020.  Ms. Jennings moved, seconded by Mr. Mutzabaugh to recommend conditional approval of the plan satisfying the outstanding comments from the Township Engineer’s letter dated October 23, 2020, except numbers 5 & 7, and the Zoning Officer’s letter dated October 20, 2020. Motion carried, unanimously. 

Business: ZHB Variance Hearing-Gettysburg Concrete Co. Ms. Hare reviewed the application for variances to increase the maximum height of storage silos. The Planning Commission was informed that the proposed use of the property requires the submission of an application for conditional use. There was some discussion on the identification of the use (asphalt batch plant) as “mining, quarrying and related processing operations.  Ms. Spellman had concerns that the towers would be visible from Culp Hill and be of concern to the Park Service. Ms. Spellman also had some concerns regarding the processing of the asphalt, specifically toxins. Solicitor Smith explained that municipal regulation of air quality is preempted and within the jurisdiction of DEP.

Brandenburg & Stein Funeral Parlor, Inc. Appeal from Zoning Officer Determination issued October 9, 2020. Solicitor Smith informed the Planning Commission that the appellant had requested a continuance of the hearing pending a PennDOT HOP application and that no recommendation of the Planning Commission was necessary at this time. She noted that the proposed change in use and historic site conditions for access and parking were of concern of the Township and was the reason for the Township requiring input from PennDOT, which responded that an HOP was required. She explained that preliminary discussions with PennDOT called for the installation of a curb along 97 and a one-way travel aisle so that parking would not require backing out into the Baltimore Pike.
Other Business: Solicitor Smith reported on a memorandum Commonwealth Court case waivers and modifications from SALDO requirements. The MPC states standards for waivers and modifications and the courts have added additional standards. The standards must be applied to the application and the reason why the waiver or modification was granted must be stated on the record. 
Adjournment: With no further business, Ms. Jennings moved, seconded by Mr. Mutzabaugh to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned 7:33 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Shannon M. Hare

Secretary
